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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting Minutes of August 22, 2017 
138 Main Street, Town Hall 

 
 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Board members, a meeting of the Board of Selectmen (BOS) was held on Tuesday August 22, 2017 at 5:45 pm in the Selectmen 
Chambers.   
 
Welcome / Call to Order 
With a quorum present, Mr. Wilhelm called the Board of Selectmen meeting to order at 5:45 pm 
Selectmen present: Jack Wilhelm, Chair; Catherine Harrison, Vice Chair; John Clemenzi, Clerk 
Also Present:  Peter Lombardi, Town Administrator; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
 
Public Information: 
August 22, 2017 Meeting Packet 
This meeting was recorded with permission by HWCAM 
 
Executive Sessions   
#1 - 253 Larch Row Vote: Mr. Wilhelm moved and it was seconded to enter into Executive Session under M.G.L. Ch. 30A, § 21 (3) – To 
discuss strategy with respect to litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the litigating position of the public body and the chair so 
declares regarding 253 Larch Row and to include Margaret Hoffman and Town Counsel and to continue in executive session under #2. The motion 
carried unanimously by roll call vote.  
 
#2 - 21 Longfellow Road Vote: Mr. Wilhelm moved and it was seconded to enter into Executive Session under M.G.L. Ch. 30A, § 21 (3) – To 
discuss strategy with respect to litigation if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the litigating position of the public body and the chair so 
declares regarding 21 Longfellow Road and to include Margaret Hoffman and Town Counsel and to return to open session.  The motion carried 
unanimously by roll call vote.  
  
The Selectmen returned to open session. 
  
Public Comments 
Mr. Clemenzi asked for an update on the pool.  The Veteran’s Pool at Patton Park is closing this week after a successful first 
summer. The Recreation Director will be asked to attend a BOS meeting (Sept 19) to give a full report to the Board.  
 
Kate Gallagher, 253 Larch Row along with Ann Phippen 256 Larch Row were present.  Ms. Gallagher stated she was speaking on 
poke on behalf of herself and the other members of the Phippen Family Trust, who own 253 Larch Row. 
The Phippen Family Trust was approved for Special Permit for Bed & Breakfast for up to 12 events annually with a maximum of 
120 guests outdoors or indoor events for up to 50 guests.  She stated on behalf of the Trust, that they want to avoid litigation and 
the costs that go along with litigation. 
At the request of the Chairman, Mr. Lombardi responded that this was the subject of the executive session at the beginning of the 
meeting; the Board was briefed by Town Counsel and brought up to speed on the various legal matters.  He observed that the 
Town was obligated to respond to the paperwork filed in court by the Phippen Family Trust.  
Ms. Harrison clarified that the Board has not taken any position at this time.  
 
Announcements  
• The Mandatory Water Ban started August 10, 2017.   Mr. Wilhelm stressed the importance for all residents to adhere to the 

ban and supported the Water Department enforce the non-criminal disposition process ($100 a day fine).  
• Wenham Day is Saturday August 26, 2017.  The Fire Department will have an open house and Town Hall will also be open. 
• 2nd Annual Citizen Leadership Academy – Ms. Bresnahan was present and spoke to the academy and encouraged residents 

to register and learn more about the service and function of departments and boards/ committee town government and the 
day to day operations 

• 375th Anniversary Committee has drafted a Tentative Event Schedule  
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Reports 
Town Administrator  
 
Open Space and Recreation Plan Consultant- Having issued an RFP earlier this summer, the Open Space and Recreation 
Committee recently conducted interviews with the three consultants that submitted bids, evaluated their non-price proposals, and 
scored The Ciccolo Group as the best overall proposal, based in large part on the thoroughness of their proposed 
methodology/approach.  The Ciccolo Group was also the lowest base bid at $19k (well within the $24k in CPA funds allocated to 
support this project), clearly setting them apart as the most advantageous proposal.  A kick-off meeting is tentatively scheduled 
for Tuesday September 12 at 7PM, with public outreach expected in the months to follow. 
Wenham Pines Update - The first phase of land acquisition is planned to occur after the next Planning Board meeting on 
September 14, with construction financing expected to close shortly thereafter.  Actual site work and construction work, 
including any approved tree clearing, will not begin until the closing of the construction financing and pre-construction meetings 
have been held, consistent with the terms of the Planning Board special permit.  However, after the first phase of the project, 
demolition of the existing clubhouse and other accessory buildings will likely occur sometime this fall so that they can establish 
site control and keep the appearance of the property neat and orderly.   
Regional Emergency Dispatch- Last month, the Regional Emergency Communications Center (RECC) Finance Advisory Board 
approved contracting with Municipal Resources, Inc. to complete a comprehensive operational, managerial, and financial audit of 
the RECC.  The completion of this audit is consistent with Section 12 of our inter-municipal agreement.  The extensive scope of 
work for this project is outlined in the attached RFQ and bid submission.  State 911 is funding the $80k cost of this project.  A 
draft report should be available in the next few months.  I believe that the findings of the report will be instrumental in providing 
the municipalities with the tools to continue to try to shape this program into a sustainable model that continues to ensure the 
public safety of our officers, firefighters, and residents.   
It is important to note that the RECC staff has managed to reduce the FY18 budget (for both the RECC & the wireless room) by 
$370k to $6.2M.  Of that $6.2M, $4.2M is covered by State 911 support and incentive grant funding (reflecting the real cost of 
operating the wireless room), $668k is covered by cherry sheet revenues from the 5 member communities (still at the original 
$16.26 per capita cost as when Wenham first joined the RECC in 2012), and the Sheriff’s Department covers the remaining 
balance of $1. 3M (thereby reducing his annual subsidy by almost $1.2M from its early FY17 levels of about $2.5M).  More 
information will follow once a draft report has been issued. 
School Apportionment Committee - With no clear consensus in terms of a charge for this committee, we plan to schedule a 
follow-up joint meeting of the Hamilton and Wenham Boards of Selectmen and Regional District School Committee sometime in 
September.  A likely first step that all parties seem to support, with some minor differences in terms of the exact scope of work, is 
engaging a consultant to conduct some targeted analysis of enrollment trends to try to better understand what has been driving 
these demographic changes in the past few years and how we can get a better handle on what those projections may realistically 
look like over the next several years. 
Annual Town Meeting Date - Following up on the Board’s discussion about potentially changing our Annual Town Meeting date 
from the first Saturday in April to the first Saturday in May this coming year, I have reached out to Hamilton officials and the 
Regional School District administration to get their feedback.  We have also checked with state election officials about the 
logistics of managing jointly elected positions if Hamilton keeps their April ATM date, and have done some research into the 
composition of residents who have attended Wenham Town Meeting over the past several years.  We plan to discuss our findings 
and deliberate on the merits of changing the date at the September 5 Selectmen’s meeting. 
DPW Projects - The Essex Street culvert project is nearing completion, with the road reopening to traffic last Wednesday 
evening.  Minor site work will continue over the next few weeks as we look for the contractor to wrap up the project.  The DPW 
completed repaving work on Rubbly Road, Grapevine Road, and Hull Street last week.   Those roadways are the major paving 
projects for this construction season.  
Personnel- The Town hired a new DPW Mechanic, Patrick Nolan, who starts work next Monday, August 28.  We also expect to 
announce the hiring of a new Facilities Manager by the end of this week.  Selected from a competitive pool of candidates, both 
will make great additions to the DPW team.  The posting for the COA Outreach Coordinator position is set to expire this 
Wednesday August 23.  More information on this position is listed on the Town website.   
Congratulations to Dianne Bucco who was recently notified that she has been designated as a Certified Municipal Clerk through 
the International Institute for Municipal Clerks and as a Certified Massachusetts Municipal Clerk by the Massachusetts Town 
Clerks Association.  Based on a combination of extensive coursework and professional experience, attainment of these 
certifications reflects Dianne’s continued dedication to improving her knowledge and skill set in serving as our Town Clerk. 
 
Mr. Lombardi was hopeful for a September meeting between Wenham, Hamilton, & HWR School Department  
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New Business  
 
Police Captain Kevin DiNapoli - Pinning Ceremony 
Police Chief Perkins introduced newly appointed Police Captain of the Wenham Police Department, Kevin DiNapoli, who has 
over 20 plus years in Law Enforcement. Captain DiNapoli’s wife was invited to join him to perform the ceremonial pinning of his 
Badge. The Selectmen each congratulated Captain DiNapoli on his appointment. 
 
Municipal Police Training Committee - Lifesaving Award Ceremony  
• Memo from Municipal Police Training Committee First Responder Training Program to all Chiefs of Police, Training 

Officers, and CPR/FR Instructors regarding 5th Annual First Responder Recognition Awards Program, February 20, 201 
• Letter from the Municipal Police Training Committee First Responder Training Program Regarding Congratulations to 

Wenham Police Officers: Sergeant Jonathan Gray; Officer Shane Kavanagh; Officer William Carney; Officer Lawrence 
Nestor and Officer Mia Cefaldo for their Collective Efforts with the Topsfield PD and Danvers PD on recent Lifesaving call. 

Neal Hovey, statewide coordinator and liaison for the Municipal Police Training Committee for the administration of CPR/First 
Responder programs was present to award five first responders for their unparalleled heroism.  Mr. Hovey went on to summarize 
the situation in which these officers, in coordination with Danvers and Topsfield officers, ultimately saved a man’s life who was 
suffering from diabetes and hypothermal on a cold night.  
Sergeant Jonathan Gray; Officer Shane Kavanagh; Officer William Carney; Officer Lawrence Nestor, and Officer Mia Cefaldo 
were each recognized and awarded a certificate. 
 
Appointments 

• Letters of Interest 
• Letter of Recommendation from Town Clerk, Dianne Bucco 

Audit Committee: Mr. Clemenzi moved to appoint John Wilhelm; Richard P. Jones; Alexander J. Begin to the Audit Committee for a (1) year 
terms beginning on July 1, 2017 and ending on June 30, 2018 and it was unanimous to do so. 
Economic Development Committee: Mr. Clemenzi moved to appoint Leo John Maestranzi, Jr.; Norman Tarr to the Economic Development 
Committee for (1) year terms beginning on August 22, 2017 and ending on June 30, 2018 and it was unanimous to do so. 
Board of Registrars:  Mr. Clemenzi moved to appoint Tom Tanous on term beginning on August 22, 2017 and ending on March 31, 2020 and it 
was unanimous to do so. 
 
Potential Decision on Petition to Make Temporary Repairs to Longfellow Road 

 Letter from L. Medeiros re Longfellow Road Betterment Petition to BOS August 8, 2017 
 Longfellow Road Temporary Repair Agreement and Property Owner Signature Page 
 Longfellow Road repair estimate provided by DPW Director 
 Bylaws of the Town of Wenham, Chapter XV Repair of Private Ways 

The temporary repairs of Longfellow road are estimated to take up to $6,200 of repair work (i.e. pot holes) based on the quote by 
DPW Director. Abutters of Longfellow Road have submitted a petition of the required signatures of 80% of the abutters. 
It is hoped the work will be done shortly after Labor Day. 
Vote: Having found that the petition submitted by residents who abide on Longfellow Road has been signed by at least 80 % of the abutters and having 
determined that the public necessity will be served by making certain temporary repairs to the roadway in order to provide public safety access and safe 
passage of public service vehicles, Ms. Harrison moved to authorize such repairs be made by the Town of Wenham in accordance with provision of 
Chapter XV od the Town bylaws and according to the terms and conditions of the attached agreement. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Senior Care Request for Wenham Funding Contribution  
 Memo regarding SeniorCare request from Wenham funding contribution P. Lombardi -August 18 2017 
 Letter from S. Treni SeniorCare Executive Director re request of $3,000 in funding from the Town- July 14, 2017 
 SeniorCare Inc. Wenham service report July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016 
 Records of the Town of Wenham letter to the town treasurer from C. Symonds executor offering $1500 from the Mary 

Hercules Estate -May 29, 1878  
 Records of the Town of Wenham excerpt of minutes from the 1906 annual town meeting reflecting the Town’s 

unanimous vote to except the $3,000 Elizabeth Porter Tilton Fund offered in the estate of George Henry Tilton 
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 Records of the Town of Wenham letter of acceptance from the BOS for $500 offered in the will of Mr. J.K. Dodge-   
August 6, 1907; F. Young charity Fund, November 28, 1956 

Tom Tanous, Wenham resident and SeniorCare Board President was present to thank the Town for the donation and spoke to 
the request for funds to help support the services of Senior Care that provides elderly Wenham Residents on an annual basis. 
Mr. Tanous reported about 30 people a month are serviced in Wenham, not including Meals on Wheels. 
Vote: Mr. Wilhelm moved, and it was seconded, to approve the use of $535.00 in Fy17 interest from various trust fund accounts to help fund 
SeniorCare.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Request for Approvals for Board of Health (BOH) Flu Clinic and Dispensing Site Drill 
 Memo regarding Contact with Medicare for Billing and with Commonwealth Billing, University of Massachusetts from 

M. Ting, Public health Nurse 8.15.17 
 Memo regarding Contact with Medicare for Billing and with Commonwealth Billing, University of Massachusetts from 

Dr. A. Ting, Chair Board of Health 8.15.17 
 Inter-municipal Agreement between the Towns of Wenham and Hamilton re Seasonal Vaccinations Clinics 9.11.13 
 Agreement Between the Town of Wenham and the University of Massachusetts Medical School 9.1.17 
 Massachusetts Immunization Medicare Supplier Application 

Jackie Bresnahan, Permitting Coordinator / Special Projects was present on behalf of the public nurse Marybeth Ting and 
summarized the BOH is doing more public outreach.  The BOH is a part of a coalition for emergency preparedness.  The Town 
has never done a Dispensing Site Drill at the Buker School, the Town’s Emergency Dispensing Site. This is supported by the Board 
of Health. 
Vote: Ms. Harrison moved, and it was seconded to authorize Mr. Wilhelm as BOS Chair to execute the Agreements with the Commonwealth Medicine 
Center for Health Care Financing and Medicare respectively so that the BOH will be eligible to receive reimbursements from their entities for the 
purchase and administration of the flu vaccine.  The motion carried unanimously 3-0. 
 
Transfer of Ambulance Contract from Lyons to Cataldo 
Mr. Lombardi reported that Cataldo is acquiring Lyons ambulance to be finalized August 29. 
The Board of Selectmen were asked to vote to assign the Lyons Ambulance contact to Cataldo for a term through the next 
month when it is expected Wenham’s fire based ambulance pilot program service would be operating.  It was noted that Cataldo 
is interested in providing Advanced Life Support service at a zero-fee contract.  Cataldo is one of the largest ambulance providers 
in the state and offers a variety of training. 
Vote: Mr. Clemenzi moved, and it was seconded to approve the transfer of the Tow’s ambulance service agreement dated July 23, 2015 from Lyons 
Ambulance Service LLC to Cataldo Ambulance Service, Inc., Effective August 29, 2017 subject to receipt of state approvals of this transaction. The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Proposed Hiring Process for New Fire Chief 
This agenda item was deferred to a future meeting. 
 
Discussion on Identification of Prioritize Theoretical Uses for Longmeadow Way Parcels 
 Email from B. Wilson, Chair Hamilton BOS re Longmeadow Use Request 8.15.17 
 Longmeadow Study Committee Overview 
 Exhibit A – Plan of Longmeadow Way 
 Exhibit B – History of Ownership of Lots A, B, C, D 
 Exhibit C – Aerial view Photo Longmeadow 
 Exhibit D – Letter re Proposed Development of Property off Longmeadow Way, Hamilton to A. DeFranza, Executive 

Director Harborlight Community Partners, Inc. from P. Waysor, Glovsky & Glovsky LLC 9.13.16 
 Exhibit E – Letter re J. Miller, 3 & 5 Longmeadow Way to W. Wilson Chair Hamilton BOS from P. Wysont, Glovsky & 

Glovsky LLC 4.27.17   

Mr. Lombardi gave an update saying the Longmeadow Study Committee had their first meeting.  The Committee has begun a 
multi stage process to identify any potential uses for the property. 
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Follow up on Annual Retreat re Fy18 Goals 
 Memo re FY Goal Setting Follow-up from P. Lombardi 8.7.17 

The Selectmen’s goals as identified during the annual retreat on August 3, have been organized according to the Boards’ priority.  
The Board confirmed this list. 
The Chair noted the definition of goals as related to the Town Administrator evaluation was also clarified and reflected in the 
revisions of the Goals. 
 
Discussion on Identifying Community Compact Best Practices for Fy18 
 Memo regarding Identification of Community Compact Best Practices from P. Lombardi 8.18.17 
 Memo re Community Compact Program Follow-up from P. Lombardi 4.5.16 
 Letter re Community Compact Cabinet Program from Lieutenant Governor K. Polito 8.15.17 
 Recommended Best Practices 

Mr. Lombardi reported that the Division of Local Services is opening up the Community Compact Program grant; the town is 
eligible to commit to 2 new best practices for FY18 grant funding for technical assistance. 
Mr. Lombardi drafted seven options for the Boards’ consideration and went on to suggest the BOS consider funding a Citizen 
Engagement Resident Survey and an Enrollment Shift Study. 
It was noted that the Town of Danvers did a similar survey with positive feedback. 
It was the consensus of the Board to accept the Town Administrator’s recommendation to seek grants for a survey and 
enrollment shift study. 
  
Minutes – April 18, 2017; May 2, 2017; May 16, 2017; June 6, 2017 
Executive Session (ES):  January 24, 2017 session #1 – Release; June 6, 2017 – Session #1 & #2 
 
Vote: Mr. Clemenzi moved to approve the BOS open meeting minutes of April 18, 2017; May 2, 2017; May 16, 2017; June 6, 2017 and it was 
unanimous to do so. 
Vote: Mr. Clemenzi moved to approve the release of the ES minutes of January 24, 2017 and it was unanimous to do so. 
Vote: Mr. Wilhelm moved to approve and release the BOS ES minutes of June 6, 2017 #1 & June 6, 2017 #2 and it was unanimous to do so. 
 
 
The Selectmen unanimously adjourned at 8:11 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
8.31.17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


